
India, Turkey, and the Return of Strongmen: A
Comprehensive Analysis of Two Nations
Navigating Political Polarization
In an era characterized by increasing political polarization and a global
resurgence of strongman leaders, two nations—India and Turkey—have
emerged as prominent case studies. Both countries have witnessed the
rise of charismatic leaders who have amassed significant power and
influence, reshaping their respective political landscapes. This article
delves into the multifaceted factors driving the return of strongmen in India
and Turkey, examining the similarities and differences in their trajectories
and exploring the implications for the future of democracy in these two
pivotal nations.

India: The Rise of Narendra Modi

In India, the rise of Narendra Modi and the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) to
power in 2014 marked a significant shift in the country's political trajectory.
Modi, a charismatic and polarizing figure, has consolidated his power
through a combination of populist rhetoric, majoritarian appeals, and a
robust social media presence. His policies have emphasized economic
growth, national security, and a conservative social agenda, resonating with
a significant segment of the electorate.
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Modi's strongman persona stems from his decisive leadership style, his
projection of a tough stance on issues such as terrorism and corruption,
and his portrayal as a protector of Hindu interests. However, his tenure has
also been marked by increased authoritarian tendencies, suppression of
dissent, and the erosion of democratic institutions.

Turkey: The Ascendance of Recep Tayyip Erdoğan

Similar to India, Turkey has experienced the rise of a strongman leader in
the form of Recep Tayyip Erdoğan. First elected Prime Minister in 2003,
Erdoğan has gradually consolidated his power, eventually securing the
presidency in 2014. His presidency has been characterized by a populist
style, a crackdown on dissent, and a shift towards authoritarianism.

Erdoğan's strongman image is rooted in his charismatic personality, his
ability to connect with the masses, and his portrayal as a defender of
Turkish nationalism and Islamic values. His policies have focused on
economic growth, political stability, and a strong military, tapping into a
widespread desire for national resurgence. Under his leadership, Turkey
has also expanded its regional influence, particularly in the Middle East.

Similarities and Differences in Strongman Rule
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While both Modi and Erdoğan share certain characteristics of strongman
leadership, there are notable differences in their respective approaches.
Modi has emphasized economic development and Hindu nationalist
rhetoric, while Erdoğan has focused on political stability and Islamic values.

In terms of tactics, Modi has relied heavily on social media and mass rallies
to cultivate a direct connection with the electorate, while Erdoğan has
employed a more centralized and authoritarian approach. Additionally,
Modi's rule has been marked by increased suppression of dissent and
media freedom, whereas Erdoğan's authoritarianism has been more openly
acknowledged and institutionalized.

Implications for Democracy

The rise of strongmen in India and Turkey raises concerns about the
erosion of democratic institutions and the potential for authoritarian
regimes. In both countries, the media, judiciary, and civil society
organizations have faced increasing pressure and intimidation. The rule of
law and the protection of human rights have been compromised, creating a
climate of fear and self-censorship.

The long-term impact of strongman rule on democracy in India and Turkey
remains uncertain. However, it is clear that both countries are facing a
critical juncture in their political evolution. The ability of their respective
societies to balance the desire for stability and prosperity with the
protection of fundamental rights and freedoms will determine the direction
they take in the years to come.

The rise of strongmen in India and Turkey is a complex phenomenon with
multifaceted causes and implications. Both nations have witnessed the



consolidation of power by charismatic leaders who have employed populist
rhetoric, exploited societal divisions, and undermined democratic
institutions. While Modi and Erdoğan share certain characteristics of
strongman rule, their approaches and the specific contexts of their
respective countries have resulted in distinct manifestations of
authoritarianism.

The implications for democracy in India and Turkey are profound and
demand ongoing vigilance from citizens, civil society organizations, and the
international community. The ability of these nations to navigate the
challenges of political polarization, maintain the rule of law, and uphold
human rights will shape their future trajectory and serve as a barometer for
democracy in the 21st century.
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