
Queenship, Gender, and Reputation in the
Medieval and Early Modern West: Uncovering
the Hidden Histories of Powerful Women
In a world dominated by men, the role of women has often been overlooked
or marginalized. But throughout history, there have been countless women
who have wielded great power and influence, shaping the course of events
and leaving an indelible mark on the world. Among these remarkable
women were the queens of medieval and early modern Western Europe.

Queenship was a complex and multifaceted role, and the women who held
it faced unique challenges and opportunities. They were expected to be
both symbols of their nation and exemplars of Christian virtue, but they
were also often limited by the patriarchal norms of their time. Despite these
constraints, many queens found ways to assert their authority and make
their mark on history.
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This book tells the stories of some of these extraordinary women, exploring
the power, influence, and reputation of queens in the medieval and early
modern West. It examines the ways in which gender roles shaped their
experiences and the strategies they used to overcome the challenges they
faced. It also explores the impact of reputation on their reigns, and how
their legacies have been shaped by the way they were perceived by their
contemporaries and by later generations.

Key Features

Uncovers the hidden histories of powerful women who ruled in
Western Europe from 1060 to 1600

Explores the power, influence, and reputation of queens in the
medieval and early modern West

Examines the ways in which gender roles shaped their experiences
and the strategies they used to overcome the challenges they faced

Explores the impact of reputation on their reigns, and how their
legacies have been shaped by the way they were perceived by their
contemporaries and by later generations

Includes a wealth of primary source material, including letters,
chronicles, and other documents
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Author

Dr. Elizabeth Norton is a historian specializing in the medieval and early
modern periods. She is the author of several books on women's history,
including Queenship in Medieval England and The Lives of Medieval
Women.

Reviews

“A fascinating and well-researched book that sheds new light on the lives
and experiences of medieval and early modern queens. Norton’s work is a
valuable contribution to the study of women’s history.”

-Dr. Emily Jones, University of Oxford

“This book is a must-read for anyone interested in the history of women
and power. Norton’s engaging writing style and meticulous research make
this a truly captivating read.”

-Dr. Sarah Foot, University of Cambridge
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