
Slave Trade Profiteers In The Western Indian
Ocean: Exposing the Complicit
Unveiling the Hidden Players in History's Darkest Chapter

History often overlooks the lesser-known players who nevertheless played
significant roles in shaping its course. In the case of the transatlantic slave
trade, the narrative has largely focused on the major European powers and
their direct involvement in the abhorrent practice. However, a closer
examination reveals a network of complicit individuals and groups whose
participation extended far beyond the shores of Europe. The book "Slave
Trade Profiteers In The Western Indian Ocean" sheds light on this lesser-
known aspect of the slave trade, exposing the complicity of various actors
who profited from the exploitation and suffering of millions.
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Authored by a team of experienced historians, "Slave Trade Profiteers In
The Western Indian Ocean" is the result of extensive research and
meticulous analysis of historical documents and accounts. The book
presents a comprehensive overview of the slave trade in the Western
Indian Ocean region, tracing its origins, development, and the various
players involved. It explores the complex networks that facilitated the trade,
from the slave traders and merchants to the financiers and shipbuilders
who supported their endeavors.

Complicity Beyond European Powers

One of the key contributions of "Slave Trade Profiteers In The Western
Indian Ocean" is its focus on the complicity of various groups beyond the
traditional European powers. The book highlights the role of local elites,
merchants, and even religious institutions in the slave trade. It examines
the ways in which these actors benefited from the trade, both economically
and politically, and how their actions contributed to the perpetuation of this
heinous practice.

Case Studies and Historical Accounts

To illustrate the extent and nature of complicity in the slave trade, the book
presents compelling case studies and historical accounts. These include:

The role of the Omani Sultanate in the East African slave trade

The involvement of Indian merchants and financiers in the slave trade
networks

The complicity of local elites in Madagascar and Mozambique in
providing slaves to European traders



Challenging Traditional Narratives

"Slave Trade Profiteers In The Western Indian Ocean" challenges
traditional narratives that have often overlooked the complicity of non-
European actors in the slave trade. It argues that a more comprehensive
understanding of the slave trade requires recognizing the broader network
of individuals and groups who profited from this abhorrent practice.

Implications for Understanding Slavery and Its Legacy

By exposing the complicity of various groups in the slave trade, the book
has profound implications for our understanding of slavery and its legacy. It
highlights the interconnectedness of the slave trade, showing how it was a
global phenomenon that involved actors from different regions and
backgrounds. Moreover, it challenges the notion that slavery was solely a
European crime, underscoring the need for a more inclusive and nuanced
understanding of its history and impact.

"Slave Trade Profiteers In The Western Indian Ocean" is a groundbreaking
work that sheds light on a neglected aspect of the transatlantic slave trade.
Through extensive research and thought-provoking analysis, the book
exposes the complicity of various individuals and groups beyond the
traditional European powers, offering a more comprehensive and nuanced
understanding of this dark chapter in human history. It is a must-read for
anyone interested in the complexities of the slave trade, its global impact,
and the responsibilities we bear in addressing its legacy.
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