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Syriac around 850 AD, offers a profound exploration of Scripture and the
teachings of the early Church fathers. Published in a dual-language edition,
with both Syriac and English translations, this volume provides a unique
opportunity to delve into the rich tapestry of the Middle Ages.
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The Author: Isho'Dad of Merv

Isho'Dad of Merv, a revered Syriac bishop and scholar, played a pivotal role
in shaping the intellectual landscape of the 9th century. Born in Merv,
present-day Turkmenistan, he received his education in the esteemed
theological schools of Nisibis and Seleucia-Ctesiphon. His profound
knowledge and eloquence earned him the title "Doctor of Doctors" and
made him a sought-after teacher and advisor.

The Commentaries

The Commentaries of Isho'Dad of Merv encompass a series of theological
treatises that elucidate the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John.
Each commentary unfolds in a meticulous and systematic manner,
employing a combination of linguistic analysis, exegetical insights, and
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patristic references. Isho'Dad deftly compares the Greek and Syriac
versions of the Gospels, offering valuable insights into the nuances of
language and interpretation.

Exegesis and Hermeneutics

Isho'Dad's exegetical approach is characterized by its meticulous attention
to detail and emphasis on the literal and historical meaning of Scripture. He
believed that the Bible should be interpreted primarily within its historical
and literary context, while also recognizing the importance of allegory and
typology.

Isho'Dad's hermeneutics, or principles of biblical interpretation, were deeply
influenced by the teachings of the early Church fathers, particularly Origen
and Eusebius of Caesarea. He emphasized the importance of using reason
and logic in understanding the Scriptures, while also maintaining that faith
and tradition should play a complementary role.

Christology and Soteriology

The Commentaries of Isho'Dad of Merv offer a significant contribution to
the development of Syriac Christology. Isho'Dad adhered to the traditional
Nicene-Chalcedonian doctrine of Christ's two natures, human and divine,
united in one person. He emphasized the importance of Christ's suffering
and death as a means of redemption for humanity, while also highlighting
the role of the Holy Spirit in the process of salvation.

Ecclesiology and Liturgy

Isho'Dad's writings provide valuable insights into the ecclesiology and
liturgy of the Syriac Church. He believed strongly in the importance of
apostolic succession and the role of bishops as successors of the apostles.



His commentaries also shed light on the liturgical practices and rituals of
the Syriac Church, including the celebration of the Eucharist and the
administration of the sacraments.

Syriac Language and Literature

The Commentaries of Isho'Dad of Merv are not only valuable for their
theological insights but also for their contribution to Syriac language and
literature. Isho'Dad was a master of the Syriac language, and his
commentaries showcase the richness and complexity of its vocabulary,
grammar, and syntax. His work represents a significant milestone in the
development of Syriac prose and has greatly influenced Syriac literary
style.

Historical and Cultural Context

The Commentaries of Isho'Dad of Merv provide a glimpse into the political,
social, and cultural landscape of the Middle East during the 9th century.
Isho'Dad lived during a period of significant change and upheaval, with the
rise of the Abbasid Caliphate and the gradual decline of the Byzantine
Empire. His writings reflect the challenges and opportunities faced by
Syriac Christians living under Muslim rule.

Legacy and Impact

The Commentaries of Isho'Dad of Merv have had a profound and lasting
impact on Syriac Christian thought and culture. They have been studied
and referred to by theologians and scholars for centuries, and their insights
continue to inform and inspire contemporary research and understanding of
Syriac Christianity.



This dual-language English-Syriac edition of the Commentaries represents
a significant contribution to the field of Syriac studies. It provides scholars
and students with an accessible and comprehensive resource for exploring
the theological, exegetical, and literary achievements of one of the most
influential figures in Syriac history.

The Commentaries of Isho'Dad of Merv is an indispensable resource for
anyone interested in Syriac Christianity, biblical interpretation, and the
history of the Middle East. Its dual-language format makes it accessible to
a wide audience, allowing readers to engage directly with this ancient text
and gain a deeper understanding of the rich tapestry of human thought and
belief.

Whether you are a seasoned scholar or a curious seeker, delve into the
world of "The Commentaries of Isho'Dad of Merv" and discover the
enduring power and wisdom of a civilization that has shaped the course of
human history.

Free Download your copy today and embark on a transformative journey
into the heart of Syriac Christian thought.
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