The Near Execution of Earl Washington Jr.: A
Story of Injustice, Redemption, and the Power
of Mercy

Earl Washington Jr. was a poor, illiterate black man who was falsely
accused of raping and murdering a white woman in Virginia in 1982. He
was convicted and sentenced to death, and came within nine days of being
executed before DNA evidence exonerated him.
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Washington's case is a shocking example of the flaws in the American
criminal justice system. He was convicted based on the testimony of a
jailhouse informant who later recanted, and on the "expert" testimony of a
forensic scientist who has since been discredited.

Washington spent 17 years on death row, during which time he was
tortured by the constant fear of execution. He was finally exonerated in
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2000, after the Innocence Project took up his case and obtained DNA
evidence that proved his innocence.

Washington's story is a powerful reminder of the importance of due process
and the need for reform in the criminal justice system. It is also a story of
hope and redemption. Washington has forgiven the people who wronged
him, and he has dedicated his life to helping others who have been
wrongfully convicted.

The Near Execution of Earl Washington Jr. is a must-read for anyone
interested in true crime, the criminal justice system, or the human condition.
It is a powerful and moving story that will stay with you long after you finish
reading it.

The Injustice

Earl Washington Jr. was born in Virginia in 1962. He had a difficult
childhood, and he dropped out of school in the seventh grade. He worked a
variety of odd jobs, and he had a history of petty crime.

In 1982, Washington was arrested for the rape and murder of Rebecca
Lynn Williams, a 19-year-old white woman. Washington was interrogated
by police for hours, and he eventually confessed to the crime. However,
Washington's confession was later recanted, and it was clear that he had
been coerced into giving it.

Despite the lack of evidence against him, Washington was convicted of
rape and murder and sentenced to death. He was sent to death row at the
Greensville Correctional Center in Jarratt, Virginia.

The Redemption



Washington spent 17 years on death row, during which time he was
tortured by the constant fear of execution. He was finally exonerated in
2000, after the Innocence Project took up his case and obtained DNA
evidence that proved his innocence.

The Innocence Project is a non-profit organization that works to exonerate
innocent people who have been wrongly convicted. The Innocence Project
has helped to exonerate over 300 innocent people, including Earl
Washington Jr.

Since his exoneration, Washington has dedicated his life to helping others
who have been wrongfully convicted. He has worked with the Innocence
Project, and he has spoken out about the need for reform in the criminal
justice system.

The Power of Mercy

Earl Washington Jr.'s story is a powerful reminder of the importance of
mercy. Washington was falsely accused of a heinous crime, and he came
within nine days of being executed for a crime he did not commit.

Washington's story is also a reminder of the power of redemption. Despite
the terrible injustice that was done to him, Washington has forgiven the
people who wronged him, and he has dedicated his life to helping others.

The Near Execution of Earl Washington Jr. is a story of hope and
redemption. It is a story that will stay with you long after you finish reading
it.
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