
The New Science of How the Mind Makes
Meaning
In the captivating pages of "The New Science of How the Mind Makes
Meaning," renowned cognitive scientist and philosopher Dr. Susan
Blackmore embarks on an enthralling journey to unravel the profound
mysteries of how the mind constructs meaning. This groundbreaking work
challenges conventional wisdom and offers a revolutionary understanding
of the very essence of human cognition and consciousness.
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Through a meticulous exploration of cutting-edge research and insights
from fields such as psychology, neuroscience, linguistics, and philosophy,
Dr. Blackmore illuminates the intricate mechanisms by which the brain
transforms raw sensory data into coherent and meaningful experiences.
She delves into the complex interplay between perception, language, and
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symbols, revealing how we construct our understanding of the world and
our place within it.

Perception: Shaping the World We See

Dr. Blackmore's exploration begins with perception, the foundation upon
which all meaning is built. She argues that our brains actively shape the
world we see, filtering and interpreting sensory information through the lens
of our experiences and beliefs. This process, known as perceptual framing,
significantly influences our subjective understanding of reality.

Far from being passive recipients of sensory input, the brain actively
constructs our perceptions by organizing and categorizing stimuli. Through
a series of fascinating case studies and examples, Dr. Blackmore
demonstrates how our brains use heuristics and cognitive biases to simplify
and make sense of the overwhelming complexity of the world around us.

Language: The Tool of Meaning-Making

Language plays a pivotal role in the creation of meaning. Dr. Blackmore
argues that language is not simply a tool for communication but also a
fundamental cognitive structure that shapes our thoughts and perceptions.
By categorizing and organizing the world into linguistic categories,
language provides us with a powerful framework for understanding and
making sense of our experiences.

Dr. Blackmore delves into the intricacies of language, exploring the
relationship between words and their meanings, the structure of sentences,
and the power of metaphors. She unveils how language influences our
thought processes and shapes the way we perceive and interact with the
world.



Symbols: The Universal Language of Meaning

Beyond language, Dr. Blackmore explores the profound role of symbols in
meaning-making. Symbols, she argues, are universal and cross-cultural
expressions that transcend verbal communication. They tap into our innate
capacity for abstract thinking and allow us to communicate and convey
complex ideas and emotions.

Through a captivating exploration of mythology, art, and religious rituals, Dr.
Blackmore demonstrates how symbols provide a powerful tool for
expressing and understanding the human condition. She illuminates how
symbols can unite communities, inspire creativity, and offer a sense of
purpose and meaning in our lives.

Meaning-Making in Consciousness

Dr. Blackmore's exploration culminates in a profound examination of the
nature of consciousness itself. She argues that meaning-making is an
integral aspect of consciousness and that our conscious experiences are
fundamentally meaningful. By tying together the threads of perception,
language, and symbols, she offers a novel and compelling account of the
nature of human consciousness.

Dr. Blackmore challenges the traditional view of consciousness as a
passive observer and instead proposes that it is an active and dynamic
process that actively seeks meaning and coherence in the world around us.
She explores the role of attention, intention, and the integration of sensory
and cognitive information in the creation of our conscious experiences.

: The Meaning of Meaning



In "The New Science of How the Mind Makes Meaning," Dr. Susan
Blackmore presents a paradigm-shifting understanding of meaning-making.
By synthesizing insights from multiple disciplines and engaging with the
latest cutting-edge research, she offers a profound and thought-provoking
exploration of one of the most fundamental aspects of human cognition.

Whether you are a seasoned scholar seeking to deepen your
understanding of the mind, a student embarking on a journey of intellectual
discovery, or simply an inquisitive mind seeking to unravel the mysteries of
human consciousness, "The New Science of How the Mind Makes
Meaning" is an indispensable work that will challenge your assumptions
and inspire new ways of thinking about the nature of reality and our place
within it.
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