Training, Salary, and Job Duties: Paramedic
vs. EMT Paramedic vs. EMT

Emergency medical services (EMS) professionals play a vital role in our
healthcare system, providing critical care to patients in life-threatening
situations. Among these professionals, paramedics, EMT paramedics, and
EMTs are the three main levels of training and certification. In this article,
we will explore the differences between these three roles, including their
training requirements, salaries, job duties, and career paths.
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Training Requirements:

EMT (Emergency Medical Technician):

= Typically requires a high school diploma or equivalent
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= Completes an EMT training program, usually around 120-150 hours

= Must pass a state or national certification exam

EMT Paramedic:

= Requires EMT certification as a prerequisite

= Completes an EMT Paramedic training program, usually around 1,200-
1,800 hours

= Must pass a state or national certification exam

Paramedic:

= Requires EMT Paramedic certification as a prerequisite

= Completes additional training and experience requirements, typically
around 1,500-2,000 hours

= Must pass a state or national certification exam

Salary:

According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, the median annual salary
for EMTs and paramedics is as follows:

= EMT: $38,640
= EMT Paramedic: $57,330

= Paramedic: $62,250

Job Duties:
EMT:



Responds to emergency calls
Provides basic life support, such as CPR and first aid

Assists with advanced life support procedures under the direction of a
paramedic

Transports patients to the hospital

EMT Paramedic:

Performs all the duties of an EMT

Provides advanced life support, such as administering medications
and using advanced medical equipment

Interprets electrocardiograms (EKGs)
Starts intravenous lines (IVs)

Performs endotracheal intubations

Paramedic:

Performs all the duties of an EMT Paramedic
Supervises EMTs and EMT Paramedics

May work in specialized areas, such as critical care transport or air
medical services

Career Paths:

EMT, EMT Paramedic, and Paramedic are all entry-level positions in the

EMS field. With experience and additional training, individuals can advance

their careers in various ways:



= EMT to EMT Paramedic

= EMT Paramedic to Paramedic

= Paramedic to Nurse

= Paramedic to Physician Assistant

= Paramedic to Firefighter

EMT, EMT Paramedic, and Paramedic are essential roles in the EMS
system, providing life-saving care to patients in need. The training, salary,
job duties, and career paths for these three roles vary, so it is important to
carefully consider the specific requirements and responsibilities before
choosing a career path in EMS. With the right training and dedication,
individuals can make a meaningful difference in the lives of others as an
EMT, EMT Paramedic, or Paramedic.
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