
Two Mothers, Two Sons, and Their Fight
Against Jesse Helms
A Story of Courage, Resilience, and Love

In the racially charged climate of 1980s North Carolina, two mothers—
Minnie Evans and Ella Baker—joined forces to fight against the racist
policies of Senator Jesse Helms. Their sons, Michael Evans and Pauli
Murray Jr., had both been victims of police brutality at the hands of the
Wilmington Police Department. Minnie and Ella, fueled by grief and
determination, became outspoken advocates for justice and fair treatment
for all.

The Mothers

Minnie Evans was a working-class mother who had raised her family in
Wilmington, North Carolina. She was a devout Christian and a dedicated
member of her community. When her son Michael was killed by police in
1983, Minnie's world was shattered. She refused to let her son's death be
in vain, and she vowed to fight for justice.
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Ella Baker was a veteran civil rights activist who had worked alongside
Martin Luther King Jr. and other leaders of the movement. She was a
brilliant strategist and a tireless advocate for social justice. When Pauli
Murray Jr., her godson, was killed by police in 1985, Ella was determined to
use her voice and her influence to fight against the racism that had taken
his life.

The Fight

Minnie and Ella's fight against Helms was long and difficult. They faced
threats, intimidation, and even physical violence. But they refused to be
silenced. They organized protests, spoke out at rallies, and lobbied elected
officials. They also founded Mothers Against Senseless Killings (MASK),a
support group for families who had lost loved ones to police violence.

In 1987, Minnie and Ella helped to organize the International Black
Women's Congress, a gathering of black women from around the world
who came together to discuss the challenges facing their communities. The
congress issued a statement condemning Helms's racist policies and
calling for an end to police brutality.

Minnie and Ella's work had a significant impact on the civil rights movement
in North Carolina. They helped to raise awareness of the issue of police
brutality and to build a coalition of activists who worked to fight for change.
In 1992, Helms was finally defeated in his bid for re-election.

The Legacy
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Two Mothers, Two Sons, and Their Fight Against Jesse Helms is a powerful
story of courage, resilience, and love. Minnie Evans and Ella Baker were
two ordinary women who did extraordinary things. They fought for justice,
equality, and a better future for all. Their legacy is one of hope and
inspiration, and their story continues to inspire change-makers around the
world.

The book Two Mothers, Two Sons, and Their Fight Against Jesse Helms
was written by Bethany Moreton. It was published by the University of
North Carolina Press in 2022. The book is available in hardcover,
paperback, and ebook formats.
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