
What Amadou Diallo's Story Teaches Us
About Policing, Race, and Justice in Syracuse

Amadou Diallo was a 23-year-old Guinean immigrant who was shot and
killed by four New York City police officers on February 4, 1999. Diallo was
unarmed and had committed no crime. The officers claimed that they
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mistook his wallet for a gun, but this claim was later contradicted by the
evidence.

41 Shots . . . and Counting: What Amadou Diallo's Story
Teaches Us About Policing, Race, and Justice
(Syracuse Studies on Peace and Conflict Resolution)
by Beth Roy

4 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 2223 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 228 pages

Diallo's death sparked widespread outrage and protests. It also led to a
number of reforms in the NYPD's use of force policies. However, Diallo's
story is still relevant today, as it highlights the dangers of racial profiling and
the need for police accountability.

The Shooting

On the evening of February 4, 1999, Diallo was walking home from a
prayer meeting when he was stopped by four plainclothes police officers.
The officers had been called to the scene by a 911 call reporting a man with
a gun.

Diallo was unarmed, but the officers claimed that they mistook his wallet for
a gun. They fired 41 shots at Diallo, striking him 19 times. Diallo died at the
scene.
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The Aftermath

Diallo's death sparked widespread outrage and protests. The four officers
were charged with murder, but they were acquitted at trial. The city of New
York settled a wrongful death lawsuit with Diallo's family for $3 million.

In the wake of Diallo's death, the NYPD implemented a number of reforms
in its use of force policies. These reforms included:

A ban on the use of chokeholds

A requirement that officers identify themselves before using force

A requirement that officers report all uses of force

These reforms have helped to reduce the number of police shootings in
New York City. However, Diallo's story is still relevant today, as it highlights
the dangers of racial profiling and the need for police accountability.

The Legacy of Amadou Diallo

Amadou Diallo's death was a tragedy that highlighted the dangers of racial
profiling and the need for police accountability. Diallo's story is still relevant
today, as it continues to inspire calls for reform in the criminal justice
system.

Diallo's legacy is one of hope and change. His death helped to spark a
movement for police reform that has led to a number of important changes
in the way that police officers interact with the public. Diallo's story is a
reminder that we must never give up the fight for justice and equality.



Amadou Diallo's story is a tragic reminder of the dangers of racial profiling
and the need for police accountability. Diallo's death sparked a movement
for police reform that has led to a number of important changes in the way
that police officers interact with the public. Diallo's legacy is one of hope
and change, and his story continues to inspire calls for justice and equality.
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